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My mob stems from Tasmania through my
grandmother’s side.

My great grandfather is a Chaapwuurong man and my great
grandmother is a Kirrae Whurrong woman. My grandfather is Peek
Whurrong and my grandmother is Yorta Yorta. We have a fairly big
bloodline around Victoria.

| was reared on the Mission close to Warrnambool, better known
as Framlingham Aboriginal Settlement. | prefer to call it ‘the Mish'.
| was taught from day one about my culture: how to hunt, track
and fish. Growing up there was probably the happiest part of my
life. When we first moved into town, back in 1967, we started to
experience a lot of the racism that Aboriginal people faced through
the 60s. But we went through all that, we got jobs, we faced our
hardships, and we learned to survive by facing those hardships.

The thing that makes me proud is what we achieved through our
culture. We go into schools and talk to the younger generation and
to non-Indigenous kids about our culture.

Last year, we decided to prove to the non-Indigenous people in the
area that we know where our traditional boundary is, so we walked
the boundaries. It took us seven days to walk it — probably close

to 300 kilometres. We walked past a campsite, massacre sites,
spiritual sites and burial sites. The only way we knew where these
sites were was because our old people told us. It was up to us to
pass that on, and we pointed out all these areas to the young ones
that walked with us.

We have too many older people sitting at the table dictating terms,
and not allowing the younger generation to sit at the same table.
That is sad because we need young ones listening and learning, so
they can pass it on to the generation after us.
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Lowell Hunter

I’'m a Bardi man from One Arm Point, which is
located 200 kilometres north of Broome. | spent
my first six years growing up around Broome,
One Arm Point and Beagle Bay. | then moved to
Warrnambool to live with my father.

When | was young, | struggled a lot with my identity. | am proud
of my culture now that | know a lot more about it. I'm proud of
Aboriginal people and Elders who have walked before us, because
they have put up with more than what this younger generation has
had to (although the younger generation is feeling the effects of
trans-generational trauma).

| see a lot of young people who look up to Aboriginal AFL players
or high profile sport stars, but what inspires me most is local,
grassroots people who put a lot into their community. That is
why | am here with Uncle Rob today.

T
| look upon Elders and what they have gone
through, and that is why | continue to '
strive forward, to better myself — “4
maybe | can be an inspiration =
to someone and they will better ‘vf
themselves. It's like a ripple ; [
effect. It is about ‘Af ﬁ:'\-' P

empowering the next
generation, and
making sure we are
confident and proud
in ourselves, so

our children will
follow in our

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

DO I NEEDTO FILL OUT

footsteps. A CONFIRMATION OF
{ ABORIGINALITY FORM?
/ YES

9
1300 292 153
humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Victorian Equal Opportunity

& Human Rights Commission Know

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

If you are using VALS for the first time, a
confirmation of Aboriginality form needs
to be filled out and approved by your local
cooperative or Aboriginal organisation.
The forms need to be filled out completely
and be stamped with the common seal.

your rights

¢ You only need to provide confirmation of
Aboriginality once, no matter how many
times you use VALS' services.

JUNE 2011

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

FRIDAY National Reconciliation Week ends

Mabo Day
SATURDAY
SUNDAY World Environment Day
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY Queen’s Birthday
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Drug Action Week starts

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY Drug Action Week ends
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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Uncle Larry Kanoa
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c SUNDAY NAIDOC Week starts
My father’s from the NorthernTerritory and | was born in Heywood in 1982. | lived there for a N MONDAY
my mum is a Gunditjmara woman from couple of years before we made the trip to Ballarat
. . y . TUESDAY
south-west Victoria. — I've been here ever since.
>— WEDNESDAY
| was born in Mooroopna and spent most of my life growing up After finishing school in 2000, | ended up going to Heywood and I
in and around Heywood. There were six of us in the family, four doing a tourism and hospitality course at Lake Condah Mission. THURSDAY
boys, two girls, and a very big extended family, and we all grew up
together as one. | eventually got into VALS as a client services officer to help the ) FRIDAY
mob that had to go to court and basically be that person in the SATURDAY
My working life began as a hard working labourer in meatworks community who people can ring up and ask questions about legal )
and on the railways before getting a job as a Koori educator at rights. It was a fantastic job and it got me up and running. SUNDAY NAIDOC Week ends
Heywood Consolidated School. Following this, | moved to Ballarat
as a field officer with the Aboriginal Legal Service, covering the I am now the acting executive officer for the Grampians Regional MONDAY
whole western district, making sure our mob had representation Aboriginal Justice Advisory Committee. | promote the Aboriginal
when they went to court. Justice Agreement and facilitate and organise a regional action TUESDAY
plan for the Grampians region. I've done a fair bit in the last 10 WEDNESDAY
From there, | went into Koori education for about 10 years, years of work — which is good.
starting off as a cross-sectoral coordinator. | then became a Koori THURSDAY
education development officer and developed Koori curriculum A couple of months ago we had the Koori job T
for schools and assisted parents and students in the state school fai‘rjin Ba“zri‘;- ':"OUHCLW ki:S were there, _ FRIDAY
system. and we asked them where they were
. from and a bit of background stuff. ..14 SATURDAY
| went on to the Department of Sustainability and Environment as Fifty per cent didn’t know what ‘“‘i&'- SUNDAY
the Indigenous partnership facilitator. | developed partnerships their tribe name was and = L
between the community and the department, and | created where their parents were -".'.'{'.,, - i MONDAY Term 3 starts
employment opportunities within the department. from. It goes to show i!h | ﬁ?m\ S,

there needs to be a bit
Working in justice, education, community development and more of that cultural
employment has given me an insight into the issues that affect our  gwareness stuff
communities. Developing and implementing programs in all those  going on around THURSDAY
areas has gone some way to addressing some of those problems, this area, as it's DO | NEEDTO CONTACT

WEDNESDAY

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

but until we can get the funding agencies and policy makers to starting to fade VALS IF | NEED COURT FRIDAY
address the underlying issues facing our mob, then it becomes away a little bit.
problematical as to the health and wellbeing of the mob. REPRESENTATION? SATURDAY
. YES SUNDAY
ﬁ If you have been arrested, you will receive MONDAY
a letter from VALS asking you to contact
(4 us if you want VALS to represent you. If you TUESDAY
T S\ don't contact VALS, then it is assumed that
Uw) Victorian Equal Opportunity 1 4 you have another solicitor to represent you. i EONSR
& Human Rights Commission Know your rights BUT if you are at court and you haven't THURSDAY

1300 292 153

humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

arranged for a solicitor you can:

e ask to adjourn your matter and then
contact VALS, or

e speak to a VALS solicitor if one is

\\ appearing for other people at court that day.

FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
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Aunty Lots Peeler




I’'m aYortaYorta woman.
| grew up in Shepparton in
the Goulburn Valley.

My parents were very active in Aboriginal
affairs. They worked with Uncle Doug
(Pastor Sir Douglas Nichols) to improve

the circumstances of our people. | can
remember them going to meetings and
having meetings at our house, so | grew up
with that around me.

| come from a family of eight girls and
one boy, so | guess it's no surprise that
all of my sisters have been involved in
Aboriginal community affairs at various
levels.

| suppose that my values, my experience,
my passion, my direction has been shaped
by my family experiences. | come from a
long line of very strong women. Both my
grandmothers were very strong in their
own right.

My mother, Geraldine Briggs, was very
much involved in the campaigns to bring
about improvement in the living conditions
of our people — she was politically
motivated by harsh conditions on
Cummeragunja Aboriginal Reserve, which
caused families to flee the mission in the
Cummeragunja Walk Off in 1938.The battle
for survival kept her active in Aboriginal
affairs.

Her sister, Aunty Marg (Aunty Margaret
Tucker) had her story recorded in the film
Lousy Little Sixpence and her book

If Everyone Cared, which told the story of
the three girls (mum'’s sisters) being taken
away by the authorities while my Nan was
off working, and put into Cootamundra
Girls Home. My mother was 95 when she
passed, but she never forgot what that did
to the family. She worked all her life to
improve things for our people.

My mother and sisters, Hyllus and
Margaret, were actively involved in the
Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
(FCAATSI), which was instrumental in
gaining the 1967 Referendum results. The
women members of FCAATSI proposed
the formation of a women'’s group to deal
with issues such as health and housing.
This saw the formation of the National
Council of Aboriginal and Islander Women
in 1969. My mother and my sister, Margaret
Wirrpanda, and Aunty Merle Jackomos
formed the executive. It was the Aboriginal
women’s movement that was instrumental
in establishing the Health Service and
Aboriginal Legal Service way back then.

My sister, Hyllus, started Worawa
College because she had the experience
of trying to get an education at a public
school where the Aboriginal kids
weren’t welcome, weren’t catered for

°

£ 0

((u)) Victorian Equal Opportunity
& Human Rights Commission

1300 292 153

humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Know your rights

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

Cof

and were ostracised. So | think it became
her mission to have a place where the
kids could celebrate Aboriginal culture,
where the curriculum was relevant and
they were educated in a loving and caring
environment. And that’s what we have
today.

At Worawa, we focus on academic
achievement, through an integrated
education, culture and wellbeing model
— but we are not miracle workers. A lot
of the kids that come here have had
very negative education experiences,

so our task is to nurture each child

to live positively, develop self-confidence
and pride, and to equip them with social
skills for a meaningful, satisfying and
productive life.
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Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

DOES VALS APPEAL
CASES?

YES

VALS can act in appeal cases where
the appeal has a reasonable
chance of success.

DOES VALS ACT IN ‘NOT GUILTY’
(contested matters) PLEAS?

YES

VALS can act in contested matters if there
is a reasonable chance of success.

Your solicitor can help you decide the
best way to run your case.

AUGUST 2011

MONDAY National Homeless Person’s Week starts
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY National Homeless Person’s Week ends
MONDAY

TUESDAY International Day of the World's Indigenous People
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

International Youth Day

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
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I'm a Mutti Mutti, Wadi Wadi
and Tati Tati person, born in
New South Wales. | come from
a family of nine children, four
boys and five girls, and I'm
the second eldest.

| was raised on a mission in Balranald and
moved around a fair bit in my younger
days — going to a Catholic school in
Balranald then moving to Deniliquin to
finish my schooling.

At the age of 14, | went out to work to help
support the rest of the family, although

| didn’t really want to leave school. I've
done a lot of manual jobs on my journey
— working on bridges, railways lines,
concreting — all very had yakka.

I moved to Shepparton and got married.
Later on | got involved at Rumbalara and
with the Rumba Football Club when they
first started up, so I've done a lot of work
around justice and setting up programs
for kids.

This led me to work at VALS in Fitzroy as

a client service officer. | worked there for
about three and a half years before moving
to Dandenong to work at Bunurong Co-op
in the mental health and wellbeing area.
I'm still working here, 11 years later.

| am a member of the Regional Aboriginal
Justice Advisory Committee for the
southern region, which is doing a lot

of good things for the community and
moving forward justice issues. | like to

get involved with programs for our young
people to help them to look forward to a
better life, and for their families to become
part of their achievements.

I've had a lot of people helping me through
life in the past 30 years. When | came to
Melbourne, people like Alf Bamblett and
Uncle Kevin Coombs and lots of Elders
supported me and have been my mentors
and helped me on the way.

There are a lot of things happening in
Victoria — we are working very hard to set
up programs in health, education and work
to get our people skilled up and better
educated to make things a bit easier for
them and generations to come after us. If
we can get one or two people out of 10 to
benefit from what we do and pass that on
to someone, that's good, because there's a
lot of people with a lot of ability that could
go places.

Victorian Equal Opportunity
& Human Rights Commission

1300 292 153

humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Know your rights

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

Cof

I’'m 63 now. | still enjoy my work and
talking to people and being on committees
to help the Aboriginal community. | try to
do whatever | can for the community in
Dandenong and surrounding areas, but
also for all of the Aboriginal communities
where | have travelled.

| would like to think that someone might
take something from my story about my
journey and learn from it, and hope it helps
somebody to better their life and look after
their community as well.

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

DOES VALS GET NOTIFIED IF A
KOORIE HAS BEEN ARRESTED?

YES

VALS has a long standing arrangement
with Victoria Police that whenever an
Aboriginal orTorres Strait Islander
person is taken into custody,

VALS is notified.

SEPTEMBER 2011
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THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Father’s Day

Indigenous Literacy Day

International Day of Peace

Term 3 finishes
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Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

HOWTO HELPYOUR CASE
IN A CRIMINAL MATTER

e See your solicitor before

your court date.

¢ Tell VALS if you adjourned

your own matter.

e Keep any appointments made for you by
FRORN your solicitor, such as a doctor’s appointment.
(()) Victorian Equal Opportunity e Tell your solicitor if you cannot come to
& Human Rights Commission Know your rights court as they may be able to adjourn it (if you

are on bail and fail to appear, the Magistrate

We can glve you ! atl W|” Oder an arrest warrant ga“St ou).

humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au discrimination.

e Tell your solicitor if you change your
contact details or if your matter
has been re-listed.
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Bmd Boon

My Mum is a Kurnai woman
from Gippsland who was born
on LakeTyers Mission and my
Dad is from Holland. He was
born in a place called Texel and
came out to Australia with his
two brothers and parents in 1952.
| am one of eight kids — three
boys and five girls, and | have
a very large extended family
throughout Gippsland.

| love going back home any chance | get to
see my family and having that feeling of
being home - it feels like | have never been
away. That saying about ‘home is where

:'l_'. " ¥ 4 . -\

| grew up in Moe, but did all my schooling
in Morwell at Collins Street Primary School
and Kurnai College Morwell. | played
football and soccer as a kid and | made

a lot of friends and have a lot of great
memories from being a part of those two
sports. Sport has played such a huge part
in my life and | am forever grateful to my
parents for allowing me the opportunity
to play week in, week out. They made a
lot of sacrifices financially and socially in
allowing me to play.

| am a dad to a six-year-old boy named
Moroka, who is like a little energiser bunny
and a little sponge that absorbs everything
around him. We currently call Shepparton
home, as this is where my partner of 13
years, Belinda, grew up and it's where

Being respected by people in communities

that | have lived in says that | must be

doing something right. | started out like a
lot of Koori people by working at the local
co-op, then spent three years atTelstra.

For the past 12 years, | have been working
back at Koori organisations (VALS, VAHS
and VACSAL) as a client service officer, an
adult mental health worker and as a project
officer in the Gambling Awareness Service.

| want communities to be one again,

just like it was when | was growing up.

| remember when we all used to come
together and have fun at things like
NAIDOC Week, cabarets and opening
days. That was when communities felt like
communities and not how it is today.
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TUESDAY Melbourne Cup Day
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY Remembrance Day

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY

the heart is’ rings so true for me, and her family still lives. | enjoy the slower T
Gippsland will forever be that place for me,  pace of life, but | still miss the craziness py TUESDAY
no matter where | live. of Melbourne at times — mostly the good
food, great coffee and live music scene. "'i-‘.';'-“w. WEDNESDAY

The biggest influences on my life have s
been my parents, my family and friends. Chasing my dream of being a musician g % L THURSBAY
| find it difficult to nominate one or two (drummer) is something that | have always o

S ‘ ok ﬂ: e A FRIDAY
people that have inspired me, as | have wanted to do and | am finally living my 7 [l ld

taken a bit from everyone that is close to
me and used it as a source of inspiration
in building my own success as a father,
brother, cousin, son and partner.

dream. Hopefully that inspires people to
realise that it's never too late to go after
your dreams and that you're the only one
stopping yourself.
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((U)))) Victorian Equal Opportunity
& Human Rights Commission

1300 292 153

humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Know your rights

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

WAYS YOU CAN HELP YOUR
CASE IN A FAMILY MATTER

e Contact VALS to let your solicitor
know any changes you want

to make in your case.

e Keep any appointments the solicitor

has made for you, such as
a doctors appointment.

¢ Tell your solicitor if you change
your address or phone number.

SATURDAY International Men’s Day

SUNDAY Universal Children’s Day

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

FRIDAY  White Ribbon Day - elimination of
violence against women

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
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Aunty Rita Watkins

| was born in Gippsland — Lake Tyers. I've got three
children — Glenys, Wayne and Gary. They're all
grown up now and have lovely families. I'm with
my son, Gary, at the moment, up in Shepparton.

| feel like I've done so much in my life - too much to mention.
Over the years at Healesville, I've done a lot of work. | had working
jobs at Fitzroy Medical Centre and the Royal Children’s Hospital,
and then | went into voluntary work, mainly with the community.
Without the support of my family, | just wouldn’t have been

able to do this.

One of the big passions in my life has been ballroom dancing.

| taught ballroom dancing for years when | was younger, and |
used to dance in competitions. | still do a lot of line dancing now
with the Rumbalara line dancers — we do a lot of voluntary
dancing at different organisations.

One of the main things in my life that stood out was at Healesville,
where | was one of the workers on the first program that had come
from America for children with autism.

The other thing that stands out happened just recently at the

Knob Reserve in Stratford, Gippsland. The Hon Justice North of the
Federal Court of Australia made a consent determination order in
the Gunai Kurnai people native title claim.The Gunai Kurnai Land
and Waters Corporation andThe Hon Rob Hulls MP were there,
along with about 300 to 400 people.

| was offered the opportunity to do the Welcome to Country. It was
moving. We've got self-determination now, the Gunai Kurnai. We
can say “This is our land” When | got up, | walked up and bowed
to Justice North and he said | was excellent. When it finished,
everybody sang out and | even kissed Judge North when he

came down from the stage! It's a big thing — we're the

third one in Victoria to have it done.

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Glenys Watts

| am a Gunai woman from Gippsland. My ancestors
are from the Tambo River and sea area of Metung
and Bairnsdale.

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY

: " . : TUESDAY
| have two brothers and their families, plus three children and their

loved ones and one grandchild. Our lives revolve around our mum.
She has always been there to encourage us to do what we believe
in and our family cultural values have been instilled in all of us.

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

| am a qualified hairdresser by trade and after having a family GRIZOY

| worked for the Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisation for seven years. | now live on the beautiful
Mornington Peninsula and work for the Shire Council as the team
leader of the Aboriginal support and development team. | facilitate
and coordinate the aspirations of the Aboriginal community
and develop projects, events and policies that work towards
reconciliation.

SATURDAY Human Rights Day

SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
My Aboriginal culture inspires me. | am proud
of who | am and where | am from. My
mum is also my inspiration. She is
a generous, caring person who
has always worked for our
community in the health
field as a cultural healer.
Mum would help out
anyone in need. | want
to follow in her
footsteps

and be led by
her enthusiasm.

THURSDAY

DECEMBER 2011

/ FRIDAY
PN
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Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

SATURDAY

lﬁ\ SUNDAY
|

“v

MONDAY

TUESDAY International Human Solidarity Day

WEDNESDAY Term 4 finishes

WAYS YOU CAN HELP YOUR
CASE IN A CIVIL MATTER

e Keep all legal papers and
documents together in safe place.

¢ Keep all doctor certificates or other
paperwork that relates to your case

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY Christmas Eve

SUNDAY Christmas Day

1300 292 153
humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Victorian Equal Opportunity
& Human Rights Commission

Know your rights

We can give you information
about human rights and
discrimination.

<
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so the solicitor can get copies.

¢ Go to the doctors to get photos or x-rays
of your injuries (i.e. from an attack)
and report the crime to the police.

MONDAY

Boxing Day

TUESDAY Christmas Day holiday

WEDNESDAY
e Tell your solicitor if you want to make

changes in your case or if you have
changed your address or phone number.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
e Keep any appointments the
solicitor has made for you.

SATURDAY

New Year'’s Eve







Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service

Head office — Fitzroy

6 Alexandra Parade
Fitzroy VIC 3065

PO Box 218

Fitzroy VIC 3065
Phone: 03 9419 3888
Toll free: 1800 064 865
Fax: 03 9419 6024
Email: vals@vals.org.au
vals.org.au

Bairnsdale

289 Main Street
Bairnsdale VIC 3875
Phone: 03 5153 0445
Fax: 03 5153 0449

Ballarat

Suite 1, 2nd Floor
11 Lydiard Street
Ballarat VIC 3350
Phone: 03 5331 3211
Fax: 03 5331 8792

Heywood

22 Hunter Street
Heywood VIC 3304
Phone: 03 5527 2281
Fax: 03 5527 2271

Mildura

120 Madden Avenue
Mildura VIC 3500
Phone: 03 5021 5122
Fax: 03 5021 5122

Morwell

16 George Street
Morwell VIC 3840
Phone: 03 5133 9853
Fax: 03 5133 9953

Shepparton

215 High Street
Shepparton VIC 3630
Phone: 03 5831 5840
Fax: 03 5831 5839

Swan Hill

70 Nyah Road

Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone: 03 5033 0295
Fax: 03 5033 0294

Check the VALS website for the most up-to-date
contact details for our offices.







