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NGOs to Put Spotlight on Children’s Rights Before Government Fronts UN Review

Representatives from a coalition of key NGOs are set to meet with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on Monday 10 October to discuss significant human rights issues affecting Australia’s children before the Government presents its case to the Committee in early 2012.
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services (NATSILS) have been working with the NGO coalition to provide the Committee with accurate information about human rights violations affecting Australia’s children, while also providing the Committee with a detailed supplementary report focusing on the human rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in contact with the justice and child protection systems.
NATSILS Chairperson, Shane Duffy said that as one of the most vulnerable groups in Australia, ensuring the protection of the rights of our children and young people should be a top priority, especially when it comes to child protection and youth justice. 
“Numerous UN human rights institutions continue to repeat the same concerns in relation to the treatment of children, and in particular Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, in contact with the child protection and criminal justice systems yet nothing is changing,” Mr Duffy said.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children continue to be 10 times more likely to be in out of home care and 26 times more likely to be in detention than their non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander counterparts.”

Mr Duffy said that so called tough on crime approaches to law and order, much maligned by human rights experts, are contributing to the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in youth detention.

“Tough on crime approaches to justice are clearly not working as the deterrent governments claim they are, if they were then the incarceration rates of our children and young people would not be increasing” Mr Duffy said.
Mr Duffy said that discrimination is also playing a part with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children being cautioned or diverted by police for minor offences at a far lesser rate than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and often being detained on remand because their socio-economic situation means that they cannot meet strict bail conditions.
“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s rights to equality before the law and detention as a last resort are not being upheld in Australia and the NATSILS hope that this review will shed some light on that fact and spur governments into action.” 
For more information please contact Rachel O’Brien, NATSILS Legal Secretariat on 07 3025 3888 or 0451047792.
